First Year Michael Curley Number 1!
Michael Curley, Fresher’s Tournament 2010 Winner has done it again, taking the 1st ranking event of the season’The UCD Open 2010’ beating Club President Steven O’Reilly 3 frames to 2 in what was an epic final finishing late Wednesday Night at 11.20 p.m.
The tournament itself, which had 40 entries, was of very high quality. The Fresher’s and new members this year are definitely players of the future! However, on the night 7 of the top 8 seeds from last year made it to the last 8 with Michael Curley of course, the new kid on the block, knocking out last years No.1 Lorcan Kavanagh, who had to beat a fellow A team player in the last 32, in what came to a nail biting finish to the last 16 match as both players snatched at a chance each to win the frame which meant that either Lorcan stayed in thhe Match or Michael Progressed to the 1/4 finals!
In the first of our 1/4 finals it was Fresher from last year, Joe Thompson who was paired with Michael Curley. Michael was in great form and eased past 3-0.
The 2nd 1/4 final had veterans William Doogue and Ger Sheehy take to the cloth in what was a close tactical match of sorts with William the victor 3-1.
The third saw Steven O’Reilly beat an ever enthusiastic Peter Lynam who played the most tactical of shots in a bid to overcome the A Team captain, however Steven held his nerve to mark another victory, 3-0.
The final match of the last 8 had 2 of the A team players, Oliver Mobasser and Patrick Lynam square up for a place in the semi-finals. It went down to the final frame with Oliver taking the final place after Patrick under-hit and missed a black that some say cost him the match in an earlier frame, 3-2.
The 2 semi finals finished 3-1 with William Doogue looking calm and on form but to no avail over Michael Curley. Steven too secured a place in the final over Oliver in a match that could have had a very different outcome!
It has to be said that the final that was witnessed on the night, was definitely one of the most exciting finals ever played in the club. Former No.1 Steven O’Reilly knew he had it all to do against the newcomer. The first 2 frames were shared leaving it 1 a piece. Michael then took the 3rd with a break and finish leaving Steven having to win both of the remaining frames. Micheal gave away 2 shots in the 4th but a fine clearance in the 4th though saw Steven, not needing the extra shot, take the match into a final frame.
The final frame at first had the 2 players in a kind of deadlock with tactical shots being exe’CUE’ted (ex ‘CUES’ the pun!!!) by both parts. It looked as though Steven was going to take it after a delicate shot from Michael went astray leaving Steven with, as it seemed, the last chance he would get in the match. A tricky black missed left Micheal with what to him may have been a formality but perhaps some nerves crept in and he missed unexpectedly only to be fortunate enough to leave Steven ‘cushion snookered’! An excellent attempt to escape and sink the black over the pocket was denied, by as little as 1 or 2 millimeters leaving Steven in agony as he watched Micheal use his 2 shots to clear the table and take the title of UCD OPEN WINNER 2010!

